Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


QU3ST10K  BOX 


I   i  B  R  A  R  I 

CURRENI  SERIAL  RECORD 
AUG  111943 


ANSWERS  FROM 


TUESDAY,  AUGUST  17,  1943 


Why    fall  garden  clean-up? 
Prepare  soil  for  winter? 
When  plant  home  fruit? 


U.  S.  DEPART MEKT  OF  ASRIOULT 


Entomologists  and  plant 
scientists  of  the  the  TI .  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture . 


— ooOoo — 


Maybe  it  seems  pretty  early  to  be  talking  about  next  year's  victory 
garden,    But  wise  home  gardeners  are  planning  for  next  ye.^.r  right  now,  and  many 
of  them  ara  writing  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  for  advice  on  gar- 
dening problems . 

One  victory  gardener  wants  to  know  how  to  clean  up  his  garden  this  fall 
in  order  to  cut  down  on  insects  and  disease  next  year.    Another  gardener  asks 
how  to  prepare  garden  soil  for  winter,    And  a  third  v/riter  wants  advice  on  the 
right  time  to  plant  fruit  trees  and  berry  bushes. 

Let's  see  how  the  plant  scientists  answer  these  questions.    Hero's  the 
first  letter  from  the  mailbag:     "Is  there  anything  I  can  do  this  fall  to  pre- 
vent insect  pests  and  disease  in  my  garden  next  year?"  Wo  11  ,  a  garden  is  just 
like  a  house.    The  cleaner  you  keen  it,  the  less  chance  there  is  for  disease 
and  insects  to  thrive.    A  lot  of  plant  diseases  and  insects  live  over  the  . 
winter  in  old  leaves,  root,  and  vines... in  weeds  and  brush  along  the  edge  of 
the  garden... and  under  boards  and  trash  piled  on  the  ground.     So  clean  up 
these  breeding  places. 

When  you  clean  old  plant  material  out  of  your  garden,  you'll  enrioh 
the  soil  if  you'll  compost  or  pl&w  under  this  old  vegetation.    You  may  wonder 
about  carrying  over  insects  or  diseases  if  you  put  the  debris  into  yaor  com- 
post  heap.    Actually  there's  little  danger  of  this,  provided  you  leave  the 
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old  material  in  the  compost  heap  until  it's  well  decayed — -that  is,  at  least 
a  year. 

If  you're  trying  to  get  rid  of  some  insect  pests,  such  as  cabbageworm 
and  sweetpotato  weevil,  the  sure  way  to  keep  the  insects  from  spreading  is  to 
burn  all  the  old  plant  remains*      Pull  up  the  roots,  too,  and  burn  them. 

One  word  more  about  cleaning  up  your  garden  this  fall:  remember  it's 
not  a  one-day  job.  Each  time  you  harvest  one  of  your  vegetable  crops,  clean 
up  that  section  of  the  garden. 

And  that  brings  us  to  the  next  garden  question:     "How  shall  I  prepare 
my  garden  for  winter?"    This  is  a  very  timely  question,  because  fall  is  the 
best  time  to  prepare  for  Spring  gardening.    You  can  begin  next  year' s  garden 
long  before  you've  taken  the  last  crop  of  vegetables  out  of  your  garden  this 
fall. 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  prepare  your  garden  for  winter  is  planting  a 
cover  crop.    A  cover  crop  keeps  the  soil  from  eroding  during  the  winter  .  It 
catches  and  holds  plant  foods  that  might  otherwise  wash  away.     It  improves  the' 
working  quality  of  the  soil.    And  the  cover  crop  provides  humus  for  your  soil 
when  you  plow  it  undor  in  the  spring. 

Winter  rye  and  votch  are  good  cover  crops.    Vetch  has  the  added  advan- 
tage of  being  a  legume,  and  you  know  legumes  enrich  the  soil  by  taking  nitro- 
gen from  the  air  and  storing  it  in  the  earth.    Your  conty  agricultural  agent 
or  st-'te  agricultural  college  can  toll  you  what  cover  crop  is  best  for  your 
garden. 

Gardeners  who  don' t  grow  a  cover  crop  can  improve  the  soil  by  plowing  . 
it  and  turning  under  stable  manure. 

Prom  fall  garden  preparation,  let's  go  on  to  a  qvestion  about  fruit- 
growing.   This  gardener  asks,   "What  is  the  best  time  to  plant  fruit  trees  and 
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berry  bushes?" 

The  horticulturists  say  you  should  plant  fruit  trees  and  "berry  hushes  \ 
only  when  they're  dormant.    For  fruit  trees,  that  means  after  they've  stopped 
growing  in  the  fall,  or  "before  the  sap  begins  rising  in  the  spring. 

Early  spring  is  the  best  time  to  set  out  berry  plants:     Put  them  in  as 
soon  as  you  can  work  the  soil. 

If  you're  just,  starting  a  home  fruit  garden,  here's  a  word  of  advice: 
Fruit  trees  often  require  a  gqcd  deal  of  pruning  and  spraying.    So  don't 
plant  a  lot  of  fruit  trees  unless  you're  prepared  to  take  care  of  them.  For 
the  city  gardener,  berries  are  often  easier  to  take  care  of  than  fruit  trees, 
And  the  berry  plants  are  usually  bettor  adapted  to  the  sise  of  a  city  garden. 

And  that  ends  our  mailbag  session  for  today. 


# 


.'*    .'J  ■ 


